
Hint for Homework #2 

How to make Greek characters show up on the console for Java in 
Eclipse 

First, check that you have Greek Unicode characters installed. You can do so easily by doing 
something like the following: Go to the Greek version of Wikipedia: el.wikipedia.org, on a browser. 
If the Greek characters show up, you know you have the Greek characters installed. If not, you 
have to search for “Greek Unicode fonts” and install one such font. You need to figure out how to 
do this for your system.  

Now that you have the Greek Unicode fonts installed, we need to make them show up on the Java 
console (i.e., the window that shows the results and allows for input) in Eclipse. The steps below 
describe what I do on my Mac Airbook. You may have to adapt it a bit on a Windows machine. 
Let’s call the program file Greek.java.  

• Click (maybe, right click or something 
like that on Windows; on Mac it's 
Control-Click) on the Java program file 
Greek.java. A menu shows up.  

• Go to the bottom entry "Properties". 
It's at the bottom on the Mac, but it 
may be somewhere else on  Windows.  

• In the window that comes up for 
"Resource", at the bottom there is 
something called "Text file 
encoding".  In this, click on "Other" 
and choose "UTF-8".   

Usually, everything in the US works using the 
basic Latin characters and some enhancements 
as necessary. So, not all Unicode characters 
work because most people don’t use them here. 
To make all Unicode characters work using the 
scheme called UTF-8, we need to do the above. 
There are several Unicode schemes, but UTF-8 
is the one that’s most commonly used.  

The screen capture above shows my console when I print all the Greek characters using a Java 
program. I haven’t formatted them in a table.  


