
Principles of Computer Science

CS 1150, Section 10, Fall 2013: Syllabus

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs

Classroom: Engineering 136

TR 1:40-2:55 p.m.

Instructor: Jugal Kalita (255-3432)
Email: jkalita@uccs.edu
O�ce: Engineering 178
O�ce Hours: TR 9-10 a.m., MW 2-3 p.m., W 7:30-8 p.m., or by appointment
Text: Introduction to Java Programming by Y. Daniel Liang, 9th Edition

Objective: CS 115 introduces you to programming with emphasis on computer science
concepts, particularly on the concepts of abstraction in problem solving. You
will learn to develop computer programs for problem solving, develop profi-
ciency for programming in a modern programming language (Java), under-
stand the basic principles of object-orientation as well as selected advanced
concepts in OO and Java

Attendance: Computer Science Department policy regarding attendance says:

Students in 1000 and 2000 level CS courses can have at most four absences, after which

they would lose at least one letter grade.

As a result, attendance is taken for all 1000 and 2000 level classes. If you miss more than 4 classes,
your grade is automatically reduced by a letter grade. If you cannot attend class for a valid reason,
please let me know as soon as possible. Documentation may be required, e.g., a doctor’s note, for
you to be excused. Activities such as surfing the net, playing games, and being on social networking
sites (the list is not exhaustive) are not allowed in class and may result in being marked absent for
the day.

Workload: We expect students to devote an average of 3 hours per week outside the class for
each credit hour in the class. Depending on your skill level, learning ability and productivity, the
number of hours may vary from 3/week to 15/week or even more. You have to focus, without
distractions, to become e↵ective and e�cient in programming.

Schedule of Topics: I will try to follow the schedule of lectures, given in the table below. I will
pick and choose topics from the relevant chapters, if necessary. Once in a while, I will also give you
handouts on topics beyond what is covered in the text book. In addition, there may be sections in
text chapters which I may not cover in class, but you will have to study on your own.
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Weeks Topics

1-2 Introduction
2-3 Primitive Data Types
4-5 Selection Statements
5-6 Loops
7-8 Methods
8-10 Arrays
10-12 Objects and Classes
12-13 Strings and Text
13-14 Abstract Classes and Interfaces
14-15 Exception Handling and Object-oriented Design

Grading Scheme: There will be 10 to 12 assignments, and a few short quizzes. Quizzes may not
be announced beforehand. Assignments will involve programming with Java. Each assignment may
not be weighted the same. The assignments will count for 50% of the final grade. All of you should
try to do well on the assignments. Some of you may have di�culty taking tests in general, and for
such individuals, finishing up the assignments on time and getting the highest grades possible on
the assignments are crucial for doing well in the class.

There will be one midterm examination, which will count 10% toward the final grade and final
will count 25%. Quizzes will count 10% toward the class grade. 5% of the grade will be given on
attendance and class participation.

Final letter grade for the class will be given by weighted summing of the marks for individual
assignment and exam grades. I will pick a number for A (usually between 80 and 90, depending on
how the class does) and another number for F (usually between 50 and 60, once again, depending
on class performance) and divide the di↵erence between the two numbers into ten equal parts
corresponding to the ten possible signed letter grades that can be given. You will get the letter
grade that corresponds to your cumulative total for the class. If you are close to a boundary point,
I may consider moving your grade up based on the impression you have created on me during the
semester.

Being on Time: If you have special reasons for not being able to hand in an assignment on time
or take an examination on a scheduled date, please make prior arrangements with me. If you don’t
show up for a test without telling me before the test, you will get a zero on the test, unless it’s an
emergency situation, like a car accident, say. If it’s such a situation, please inform me as soon as
possible. If you miss a quiz, you can up for it only if your absence on the day of the quiz is excused.

Honesty: You must do every assignment on your own. You must not discuss solutions to specific
problems given in the assignments with anyone. Discussing specific problems from assignments

with others will be considered cheating. However, it is perfectly acceptable and actually encouraged
that you discuss general topics and problems not given in the assignment, with others in the class.
In fact, it is one of the best ways to learn. You must not also look at each others’ codes in any
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form—soft or hard. You must not copy solution to a problem or code from the Internet or any other

source. Researching on the Internet or anywhere else is OK; you can read any material from any
source, but you cannot copy material from any source. If I find out that you have been dishonest
on one or more specific problems on an assignment, I will give you a zero for the whole assignment
or exam. For egregious cases, the punishment may be severe, as determined by university policy.

Dropping course: You can drop a class without any tuition penalty and without any signatures
from the instructor by September 12th. After this date, you will need instructor signature to drop
till November 1, but will not get refunds. After November 1, you will need the Dean’s signature to
drop; this will require documented reasons.

So, if you decide to drop the course, try to do before September 12th, but don’t wait beyond
November 1st. You will get a bad grade, possibly an F, that will stay with you for ever.

Important Dates: Midterm Exam: October 17, Thursday, during class hours. Final Exam:
December 19, Thursday, 1:40 PM to 4:10 PM.
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