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CS 208: Syllabus

Programming with Unix

TR 1:40-2:55 p.m.

Engineering 138

Objective: Be familiar with the Unix/Linux operating system; learn commonly used Unix
commands; be able to develop simple programs in Unix/Linux environment.

Instructor: Jugal Kalita (255-3432)
O!ce: Engineering 178
Hours: MW 3:30-5:30 p.m.

Text Book

Guide to Unix Using Linux, Third or Fourth Edition, Palmer, Thomson, 2007.

Schedule of Topics

The following schedule is tentative. I will give out handouts when appropriate. I may cover only
portions of chapters. You must practice the commands with various options on your own to learn
the material well. Doing just the homework assignments will not be enough to learn the material
well.

Weeks Topics
1 Chapter 1: The Essence of Unix and Linux
1 Chapter 2: File System
1 Chapter 4: File Processing
1 Chapter 5: Advanced File Processing
2 Chapters 6: Shell Scripting
2 Chapter 7: Advanced Shell Scripting
2 Chapter 10: Developing C applications
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Grading Scheme: Home work assignments will count for 50% of the final grade. All home works
may not be equally weighted. It is extremely important that you do not miss any home
work assignment. The midterm is worth 20% of the grade. The final exam will count 30% toward
the final grade.

I will take roll in the class. The CS department has a policy of reducing a student’s signed letter
grade for the semester by a single level for 4 absences in a 3-credit class. In CS 208, since it’s a
2-credit class, 3 unexcused absences will lead to reduction of class grade by a signed level.

Late Policy: If you have special reasons for not being able to hand in an assignment on time
or take the final on the scheduled date, please make prior arrangements with the instructor. No
extensions will be allowed without prior permission.

Academic Honesty: Any student, who is found cheating on assignments or the exams, will be
punished. Cheating on an assignment includes copying code from others, consulting with others
extensively, turning other people’s work, etc. Punishment will be a grade of zero on the assignment
or the exam. Serious cases of dishonesty will result in a failing grade in the class, and may even
lead to expulsion from the university.
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