
April 2010 CS 305

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs

CS 305: Syllabus

Social & Ethical Implications of Computing

TR 1:40 p.m.–2:55 p.m.

Instructor: Jugal Kalita (255-3432, kalita@eas.uccs.edu)
O!ce: Engineering 178
Hours: MW 3:30-5:30 p.m., or by appointment
Text: Ethics in Information Technology, Second Edition by Reynolds

Objective: To introduce students to legal, ethical, economic, political and societal issues that
they are likely to encounter as computer professionals. We will discuss how the wide-spread use of
computing technology is beginning to impact society in general, and what roles, if any, computer
professionals can and should play in the changing world.

I will follow the following schedule of lectures. Due to snow or other unforeseen reasons, the schedule
may have to be modified if necessary. For example, if there is a snow day, we will have to schedule
a class on 5/11, the day of the ”final” for the class.

Class Date/Day Topic

1 4/6 T Overview
2 4/8 R Overview
3 4/13 T Professional Ethics; 2 student speakers
4 4/15 R Computer Crime, Hackers, Viruses; 2 student speakers
5 4/20 T Privacy; 3 student speakers
6 4/22 R Freedom of Expression; 3 student speakers
7 4/27 T Intellectual Property; 3 student speaker
8 4/29 R Software Development; 2 student speakers
9 5/4 T Employer/Employee Issues; 2 student speakers
10 5/6 R Impact of Information Technology on Quality of Life; 2 student speakers

Grading Scheme: Students will be required to read the appropriate chapter from the text book
before coming to class. In addition, it will be rewarding if you read additional relevant material
on the Web or in the library. The student is expected is to participate enthusiastically in class
discussions.

Each student will be required to lead one part of a day’s discussion. In other words, each student
will be required to do a 15 minute individual presentation on one of the indicated days. The focus
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of the presentation will be a topic discussed in the book chapter listed for the day. That is, you
can quickly leaf through the listed chapters and choose a topic discussed in the text and perform
somewhat in-depth research on that topic for your class presentation. You must strictly follow
the time limit for your presentation. At the end of your presentation, fellow students will ask you
questions for a period of 5 minutes. Please encourage questions and if no one asks you questions,
please ask questions.

Please go to http://www.ieee.org/web/publications/authors/transjnl/index.html and down-
load a “Template for all Transactions” file. You must use the paper formatting specified here. You
will be penalized if you don’t use the specified format.

Regular class participation and preparedness will weigh 34% of the class grade. Performance on
the day the student leads classroom discussion will weigh 33%. A short but insightful (5-8 single-
spaced pages; sectioned; with references at the end) paper on the topic in which the student leads
the discussion or on a related topic will weigh 33%.

Important: Your paper must have a named section on Globalization. Globalization refers to how
the spread of communication technologies such as the Internet and mobile phone, and the liberal-
ization of trade policies among countries of the world, have tightly connected the world and have
impacted most every aspect of life all over the globe. This section should provide some thoughts
and insights regarding how the issue you are writing about has been impacted by globalization. I
am imposing this requirement since the Engineering Accreditation Board which evaluated our CS
program last year, mandated that this class cover ideas of globalization since CS professionals have
been impacted by it. However, I have not found a text book that covers all the other required
topics and globalization as well.

Plagiarism Presentation and papers should be original work of the student(s). No copying, cheat-
ing or group e"ort is allowed on the papers. The penalty for cheating can be failure in the course.
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